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America on $0 a Day:

By DAN CARLINSEY

Goeng, or glmost gone,
tire af the clessic hobo;
raggrd clothes, funiy b

el o o slich ecross Ehe showlder,

g heans fram a makeshift stove by
the wilroad tracks, sieeping in baxcars
That cherocter belomgs to the Depros-
siom, But a few obid-sivle hoboes, or
roarbie jocdmibles, silll exist. One of
the most articuloie of them, a selid,
gravhsired man with @ two-tiered
moustoche, “Steamirain®” Maury Gro-
Rami, slayed put long enough recendly
ta describe the world of the hebo and
his phitosophy.

According to his definition, a hobo
rides frains. A fromp fusl trompz. A
hitchhiker iz simply a hitchhiker. A
hum wont worl, but o hobo will

Stramtrain hos alweys worked, o3 a
cormint magon, and con earm $10 an
hour, He i married, hos two doughters
ard five promdchildren, and owns a
house. Gn his travels ke aluays carries
prool of @ permanent addross a3 well as
abput $50 (which he is reluctant to use)
to convinice enyone who needs to krow
that he i not o vagrant,

The hobo's life hos Been Steamirain’s
first love since he storted riding the
rolls in the summer while he wos in
high scheel. As a young man he spent
eight years as @ hobo full time: then he
got morried, seftled down end raised a
femiy. In recent years, mosw that his
children Rove moved away, ke has ne-
spardled e the call of the train whistle
once again. He leeves hip wife ot home
and <ides Che ruls for woeks or @ ome.
Yot ke knows le's one of a fading breed.

What follows Is his description of
how the kobo travels, lves, survives,

is the carics-

I bobo for fun, Thot's my pleasuse,
1 coeld go as & regular tourist to sem
the sights—I have a little truck at
Beme—but that's not as theilling as
to gn by train and get off in each town
and mect & bunch of people in a bar or
on the strect. Meetin' people s the
whole game. 1 can see all the regular
tourist sights, too, but with different
eyes.

Masl people you meet are friendly:
It's the tnith. 1 have a heck of a good
timer approaching people. [ just start
® coaversation, The few unfricndiy ones
look at you like you'ne a phece of scum.
§ can mad their eves.

It a coupte of us sit off a litthe to
the side of a road and build a little
firc it isn't mo time before there's &
bundy of people, & bunch of kidg, over
there aroind us. And they want 1o sit
argusyd the fire and listen o the hoboss
tell stories, and iU's Fascinatin®.

DAN CARLINEEY is a New Vark free-
lomece weriter. Hiz mast recent book iz
*A Contury of Coliege Humor,™

A lat of hoooes get back Into clvlian
life mow and then, like 1 did, but the
call of the road, the steam whistl in
the night, gnaws at you. You bave to
come back.

Real hoboes stay on the rabls, bul it's
very hard nowsdays. Crime has driven
most people from the raflroads. The
rallroad “bulls” or police, don't have
time to sort out ther friends; they
heep everyone away, Mot long age 30
men raided a train in Detredt, baak-
ing open the baxcars and stealing TV's

and stulf, They caught 13 of 'em. They
can't let anybody mear the talne.

I can ususlly gut along fire because
I'm known on most of the Hwes in the
East. I carry & card from ow of the
head detectives on the Reading Rail-
road. The man who s not known is
gung to get kicked off, and if so doesn't
watch his step he's geing to get hurt.
A hobo should never get tough with
o rallrosd bull, or the Bull will slap
him silly, The railroads don’t bre kindly
ald gentlemen,

On Getting Around: “Real hoboes stay on

the rails, but it's very hard nowadays.
Crime hzs driven most people from the
railroads. A hobo should never get tough
with no railroad bull. The railroads
don't hire kindly old gentlemen."

On Sleeping: “A boxcar is a good place
tosleep. Or go'to a junkyard and sleepinan
old car. All big commercial buildings
have a heating plant with an operator.
I go down in the basement and ask him;
+ it"s always nice and warm. If the weather
ig right, the best of all is sleeping out
under a tree. The Hotel Weeds, they call it.”

On Eating: “You go to somebody’s back

door and ask "em for something to eat.

The younger housewives now are scared;

the times have changed. But you always

offer to work.”
“Tome, making your own fire and

cooking is the funnest thing there is.”

On the Environment: “A real hobo

takes care of the jungle; he always
leaves it cleaner than he found it."

Another thing: thera arent as many
trains as there used 15 be, and you
can’t always tell when or where they're
munmnin’. 1 always &y s gat on A imain
in the yard if I can, while the train's
slopped. An amateur sheald never try
to catch a train while it's moving.

Hitchhiking is also cangerous, I sew
a lot of young pecple having a good
time hitchhiking coast to coast. You
mect & lot of good people thak way bt
you meet a lot of notso-good pecple,
oo, You know, it used 1o be you were

afraid to piek up & hitchhiker becauss
he might be & trook who might rob
you or steal your car of something.
Now it's the othtr way arcund: a (ot
of people are picking up hitchhikers
and dumping them [n the ditch.

1 recommend tramplng, f you find
that Interesting. | think young people
today have forget how to walk. People
yenrs ago didn't think anything of walk-
ing from ons tywm to sncther. The
tramps used to have m beautiful time,
There'd be lots cf places whers peopls

the Private World of a Compulsive Hobo

would fust want untl thoir old friend
the tramp came arcund their way to
sit and tell stories.

Stay off :be main roads: it's no fun
walking down a main highway wilh
cars whizziag past you, blowing fumes,
The thing to do is go off to some coun-
try road, some pleluresque place in the
mountains where the springs are mun-
ning.

Siill, the real hobo sticks to the rall-
road most often. There's someihing
aboat it that ceptures m man's soul.

The old-time hobres used to follow
the weather, Like they'd follow the
wheat hare:st, starting down in Okla-
homa and pradually woeking morth il
they reached elear lnto the Dakotas and
Idnho. Just working enough to get by,
o get 50 bucks in their pockets and
mave on A lot will winter in Elorida
or around New Orleans.

The weather tells the hobo when and
where to travel. if he's going to see the
country, he wants to hit the beautiful
parts. There's gotta be hills and moan-
taineg to maxe scenery; there's no beauly
in flat ground. In the East I Lke all
of Pennsylvania, most all ef Maryland,
most all of Vieginla, Then 1 skip down
inta the Deep South, like Mississippd,
which ks & beautiful state and full of
lzkes. And Minnesota has lakes, too.
My faverite railroad lines are the West-
ern Marylind and the Reading and
paris of the Penn Central.

Then ouf West theme's the Scuilern
Pacific, the Santa Fe, apd the Unlon
Pacific up through Oregon &nd Wash-
ington. Washinglen is one of the most
beautiful sates 1o be a hobo in. Ii's
full of orchards for cating, and then
up narth i's real beautiful mouniasins.
Just to ride through there for a coaple
of days is a great adventure.

-

A hobo can carry a little bag. like
1 have, o u sleeping roll, which is the
real old way of doing it. They call the
steeping rol a bindle. In the bindle ¥ou
have a towel and a toothbrush and o
razor and £ change of clothes, and you
can keep your leflaver food In it The
bindle has a rope tied arcund it and
you can throw It over one shouldes,
That way t leaves your hands free so
you ¢an catch hold of a boxsar and
get on witsoat losing your grip. A lot
of thesa yxung kids fooling around on
the road use a backpack, but if your
shoulders re strapped back with one
af thoss you can't maove YOUur arms &3
freely. You're liable to get killed hop-
piog o freight.

For washing, lots of Buildings hove

Continued on Page 13
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spigets on 'em some place. Thero's alk
ways waler around a house, I it's fot
winter. 1 Just go up thers apd wet o
rag. 1 don't stay around wathing but
wet the rag and get on out of the yard.
I can always go to a filling station ard
gt water and usa the toilet, too, But
it you'rs ever out on the road where
¥ou can't get to ope, it's best to carry
a roll of tssues or Kieemex in the
bindle, ‘cause you're In & heck of a
jam without "em. Unless you want to
g0 back to the ofd system of léaves.

A boxcar i3 a good ploce to sleep.

Dven IF ¥oa oot ahllig the salls, I e
weather Is bad I go to a ralirad yard
and try to find an empty slttin® around
there. Or go to a junhyard and siesp
n an cld car. You can always get &
jank car some place, and i3 & very
good place to steep, Or, If St'a real
winteriime, all big commercial build-
ings have » heating plant with an oper-
ator 24 hours a day. 1 go down In the
basement and find this man and ask him
it 1 can sieep in thors, It's always nice
and warm.

You used to be abbe Lo sleep In pretty
near any jail, But that's getting harder.
Some places they've got to clear It
with the chief or someane belore they
Iet' you in for the night.

‘Then Were are the inslitutibas, Tha
Salvation Army apd the misdon sta
tions in the bigger citica will put pecple
up. I've never done it but u lot af
hoboes hit the church bit, staying in
ene mission after amother till thoy'rs
kicked out. They call "em mission stiffs
I don't go near the Red Cross—they'rs
full of red tape.

‘I the weather s right, the best of
all; 1z sieeping out undér a tree, The
Hotel Weeds, they call [t Or the
Jungle, Yuu can't sleep cght Mab wa e
ground, of eourse. You've gotia have
some cardboard under ¥ou and some
cardboard over you, even if you have
& sleeping roll, Yea cover up with an
old ‘carton snd It keeps the campress
and the dew off of you, Semetimes
the dew gets so heavy it's libe it was
rainis’.

A real hobo takes care of the jungle:
he always Meaves it cleaper than Iva
found it.

Tt's very easy if you get booke and
your conscience den't bather you 1o go
to semebody’s back door and ask "em
far something 1o eat. Not in Chicago
or Toledo or Wew Yaork, bot In small
twns | would say 73 per cent of the
people will give you something. The
younger housewives mow are szared, os
Is natural: the times have changed so
much.

But you always offer to work, I've
done this even though I've had soma
money with me, hecaust I wanted to
meet the people. The women in thedr
fiftles and skxtles all want 1o 12l ma
mhout how they used to fted the hoboes.
And they're proed of it, it's a blessing
that's remained with er. They haven't
seen & hobo In 20 yean, probably, so
we just sit amd talk.

Tha hobo just goes w o the back
door—never the front—ind says “Lis-
ten, I'm travelln” along out here, 1've
been ridle' this froight and I got off
and I'm geoln' on down the road and

Tuwer Picturs. bat.
TRACKING — Heal ho-
boes “stay on th: rajls”
riding trains tkat fol-
low the warm seather.

I'm uptight for a 1ktbe food. 1'd be glad
o cut your grass of do some chores
it youd fix me up n sack of sand-
wiches, nnd while you're fixin® I'll ba
Elad to work!' The grass always needs
cuttin’, or you can weed n flower bed,
Any cld-time hobo knows how to pre-
pare a flower bed or wark in & garden
or prune a tree.

You have to look presniable. A
persan don't want a smelly, hacrible-
looking ofd typs ir the house and they
will hesitate to let you fn But If you
ook too prosperous, on the other hand,
they don't like you, ¢lther. H's better
to have some ragld on you. I have my
old outfit, so peosle lock at me and
they say, “There's a hobo™ I like to
look Tbhe e
Bread and Balonty

O course, if you don't want to go
door to doar, f you've got sDme money
you feel like particg with, you can buy
a loaf o bread md a ring ¢ Ted—
which is a hunk of balopey—aor o bog
of beans or a box of rice, They're cheap
and you can go a long way on them.
It's less trouble to get & can of baked
beans ard warm "omoup, but i there's
tima it's eheaper to eook dry beans,
You put "em in & coffes can op some-
thin' and cook ‘on for & couple of
hmiirg. Why, wou can eat veal cheap
that way. And if you got leftovers yoii
can take ‘em with ¥ou and eat "em

in.

A et of times you can get spolled
fruit and vegetables free from a store-
keeper and cut off the bad part and
eat them. The man on the road should
ba abls to go into a grocery or bakery
and fast-talk someene cut of some stuff,
Of course, butcher stores are another
thing. Some of the meat they wry to
pass off on you, when you think they're
deln’ wou a faver, i3 all gray and
spolled. They domt give you eny of
them nice bright-red steaks.

I don't like to panhandie for mon-
ey. A lot of hoboes sell needles or
sométhing you can carry around with
you and peddle, which Iy okay. But
fat-out asking for money séems {0 be
different from goisg to the back door
and asking ko work for somuething to eat.

I ence was tryng to mocch some
grownl caoffee and I went to about
six houses and they said, “No, we don't
have any to spamn”™ So ot the last
ane, the lady savs no, and 1 says,
Do you have amy ln the coffespot,
socondd-hand  grourds®* She's ashamed
10 Ay 1 COUlDNT Nave whem even, S0
I asks her to wrap 'om up in o plece
of newspaper, 1 took "em down (o the
Jungle and get goed coffee out of "em.
You boll it exira long in the pot, and
good, il & lttle on the weak

To me, making your own fire and
cooking is the funnest thing there is.

and save it In your bindle, and yea
And bread and canned baked beans
you can practically live o Beans is
one of the most concentrated pratein
foods there 5. I never eat white bread.
I you like t, all right, but [ always
pet cracked wheat or a good grade of
brown bread—Iit's better for you In
the old davs we used to pet & pocd-

thers ard eat It like an lco cream cone.
You couldn’t eat that much—and for
15 cents!

There's n book called “Stalking ihe
Wild Asparagus,” on how to live off
the laed, and it's by an old ex-hobe,
Euell Gibbons. This fella was rafsed
in a poor family snd his mother taught
him all the wild foods that are good

“Steamtrain” reckons that in small towns
75 per cent of the people will still give
him something to eat at the back door.,

sized loal of becad for seven cents—
they didn't slice i=—and a cap of baked
beans for eipht cenis. Yeu cut a slice
off the end of the lenf ond reach down
the middle ind pull the inside all cut
opén the car of béans and pour it in

to eat ! know quite & few of “em and
I'm tryiing to bearmn mosc, There arc all
kirds of greens. Dandelion greens are
anly pood in the spring, but there are
others that, if wou find them In the
shade, stay tender all summer. And

Caloe Pt 155

1hern mfe eaplain Kinds of rools aad
berries and nuis you can live on jst
fine,

I lowe l."nushn;nms. Just lost Twsd‘;:,-
I picked a whole frying pan of tw
most wonderiul mashrooms in the cowm-
iry right off a lawn when it was rah-
frg. They was just poppin’ up, end I
teok "em and rinsed ‘em off and feid
‘em. I you'm trampln’ and usin' 1
eergy, you gotta eat mare; {f woube
ridin' & boxear you eat less. But wher-
eser you arg, you toke what you en

2t
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A very few old-timers in their sers
wities or elghties aro still on the roud
& least pact of the time Theyre Jdl
faund In California or the Southweit,
where the weather s warm. Some [
narth along the coast fto Washingien,
Hdahao and Mont ihe summer. [
tellove I'm the only ene of the dd
brotherhood who still rides ralls in
the East. Ooce in a while, I'll sece a
hippic or bum or someone just goiig
down o the next town, but thatls it
I've been back on the road in the Eust
for four yenrs now and [ haven't sen
vk reas haba. We'te dying out.

I's sad. The hwoboes are the last of
twe froe mien.
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