* he is not unkempt. He Is always weil

¢
¢
t
E
K
f

SAN FRA\TC CO CHRONICLE SU\'DAY, MAY"

- 1908,

i’

SO R AT eLY

SELOOIZSEEN" - FROM A RECENT, SNADSHOL:

VYERY tramp has heard of “Sel-
E dom Seen.” It is a “monogram’—
4 23 the hoboes term & nom de plume
—more familiar than “Pittsburgh Pete,”
“Belfast Paddy,” or “Chi. SHn,” and
it is ome about whick clusiers, in the
mind of the professional bum, a
chm'mmg atmosphere of respect, emry
and admiration.

. “Seldom Seen” has long been krown
as the Kirg of American Hoboes—the
vnemulated paragon of his prideless
profession—but he is even more: He is
the undisputed Master Hobo of the
world—a tramp without a peer in any
country—preéminently the leader of
hxs ik .

- Nobody ever knew the real name of
this graduate of the gundels. In New
York, when arrested for picking the
pocket of a millionaire who had given
him a dollar with which i buy a meat
ticket, “Seldom Seen™ gave to the po-
lice the name of “James F. Kelley.”
An hour afiar hie had been acquitted of
the charge—from which he had ably de-
fended hlimself before the Police Mag-
istrate—and after he had lost him-
self in some of the tenderloin retreats.
the police accidentally learned tha:
they had had in their pover the most-
wanted hobo In America. But the dis-
covery kad come itcd iate.

In New York alone, there are said to
te rewards aggregating over $5080 for
the arrest of this unctuous ftinerant.
The list of crimes that have
been 1laid  at his door in that
city: embrace everything from the
theft of a watch and chain to the

. Tobbery of a Fifth-aveaue jewelry
store. Murder I8 *he only crime of which
“Seldom.” as he is commonly knowmn,
s not accused. It Is szid that he is
proud of ihis one Tact—that human
biood has never yet stained his hand—
and yet he has undoubtediy  bLeen |
guilty of nearly every other criminai!
offense %Xnown to the docket.

“Selgom™ 2 most peculiar char- |
&cter. You might meet hir five min-
utes from "ow, Iin 2aimost any waik of
life, and not suspect his idemtity or
craracter. And you would pe just arout;
28 2pt to meet hi'n in some i’asHona.b.e
café, attired' in ‘evening dress. as in
the worst underground dive thas ever!
flourisned. !

Thcre is no telling te what extent this
king of hoboss will not carry his stu.

. pendous nerve. e can adapt himself
to any aimosphere, be theoroughiy at
home in & drawing-room as ‘n a gamb-|
ling heil. In the presence of one whom !
Le wishes %o Irnpress, his urbanity and
.dignified personality are simply woil-
derful. H= is at ease, and thorscughly
at home in any silpation, whether he:
oz languishing under 2 petty so’uencc;
in some netropgiitan bastile, “bolling!
~p0 making & Mulligan.” or “sleep-!
ing it off,”” beside some raiiway water
tank. Much travel and outdoor iife
have made him somewhat tanned: hat

i=

shaven, nsatly attired, and of a clean,
gentesl appearance. He has Ddeen!
knrown to pas=s for an aristocratic tour-
ist on niore than one occcasion. in
stature, “Seldom™ is of miadium helght,:
broad-shonuldered. and of athletiz pro- |
portions. with  dsa 2imost bhck—-v’
heair, dcep-b:"s‘.\'n e

:vﬂ\... kY
“man nose;

o~ |

! from justice. and

shut cheerful, ne adapted

. Faitman-

plexion, and, altogether, =a fellow of
kanésome, prepossessing appearance.
He is c2id to be a graduate of Har-
vard; if not, he iz at least educated.
Greek, Latin, French andé Spanish are
to him almost as easy as is English,
and he speaks them fluently.

If ke happens to be “mdoching” (beg-
ging) a minister, or a ‘“gzilway” (a
priest,) he becomes remarkably Bib-
licai, and quotes from scriptures. with
many displays of a profourdly relig-
ious temperament, in a manner that
convinces the good man of his worthi-
ress. He is always ‘‘good for a couple
of plunks,” as the hobo puts it, mean-
ing that he s always sure to get a
couple of dollars.

“Seldom™ is happy when discussing
religious probiems with some deacon of
a church. He can even wade deepiv
into psychology, and Into many of the
modern-day fads and Ianciful religions
‘that treat of mental science, magneti:
healing, etc.

In politics, hs is not tou »d wanting.
He reads the papers. carzfuilly, and is
alwayz posted on the political siiua-
tions of both parties. As glib as man¥y
» professional politiclan, he has an ar-
gament for either side he may wish,
temporarily, to adopt. He can be a
Democrat, or a Republican, just as thz
octasion demands. He has even been
knows to be a Populist. Bul a Pro-
hibitionisi!—only when the occasion is
positively serious; for the fear that he
may miss a drink which is coming :o
him is like a s@%ord suspended by a
tair over hig head. Yet "Seldom™ sel-
dom misses any érink but water. That
{5 one beverzage ne does not care for.

Years ago, it is claimed, *‘Seildom was
a prominent atiornev of ’&iemnms.
Tenp., whes2 practice neited him
a luscious incorie. Throughk some mal-
practice, the outcome of which he was
unable to control, he was forced o fiy
it was this first step
which wrouzht his future. Moueyiess,
himself te his

circumstances. d became a tramp—
hoping, of <ourse, to Trise ultimatsly
above the condition.

But the wandering life “along the

ties™™ has a fascination for miany, =2nd
"Qpldom" was nc exception to his
clas There was something about the
excitemem o2 sitting on the “rods,”
ping on tne gundels, croucting on a
breakbeam, or stealing his way up the
wvestibule to the ‘‘hurricane deck™
which heid aim in a chzrm.

In time he became an expert st
“swinging under the steprod;” ai
“‘a.kmg tke tlind on the fy,” and
~gripping the bumpers.” An athletic
fellow, he Ienrned the tricks of the
hoto as readily as he learned the
tricks of law. He acquired the tramp
vernacular just as he had acquirea his
Greek and Latin in coilege days. Arn
his success in  petty crimes—such
as ‘‘picking gooseberries.”” {rcbbing
ciothesiiztes,) and *‘slomming gumps,’”

: (steallng chickens,} won for him a rep-

utation among the tramps with whom

‘he sometimes traveled. As years went

by. his reputation grew broader and
much greater. He decame *‘the king of
tramps.”
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BULLMAN_CAR. DEFACE‘.D BY

shave it off and adopt new haunts, in |is
_oning,” and that he is “trylng to get

some unsuspected role. Men who have
met him ciaim that he is & poet of mo
little ability, and that—contrary to the
rules of Loboism—he has sometimes
been known to work. He fs an expert
jeweler and optician, and has a fair
knowledge of severs.l trades and pro-
fessions.

“Seldom”™ has enjoyed one of the
mest checkered careers of any char-
acter on the road. For eight years
he salled beneath the mast, and won
for himself considerable reputation as
& seeman. He claims to be the only
man who ever toured Europe without
a cent. But “Seldom” has other dis-
tinctiona.

It is claimed, and en good author-

“tke victim of hereditary blood pois-

back to the Arkansas Springs to be
cured.” Xind old ladles, and others,
feel sorry for the afilicted lad, whose
sores produce a shudder, and he re-
celves much money, all of which he is
made to give to his master, the hobo.
The l2d@ who has a desire to run away
from lhiome and ‘‘beat his way” about
ths couniry should, be able to know
but a few of the things ir store for
him. He would hardly nourish the de-
sirs a moment longer.

“Seldom” was also among the first
of American hobos to originate many
clever ruses to escape performing
manual labor in exchange for “hand-
outs” and othér favors. Shortly, aft-
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the reception which it gets.” No one
fias bctter rdason to remember this
hobo-in-chief than the Puilman man-
ager, for many a Pullman sleeping and
dining car has returned ror repair with
the mark of his knife rurring full
length along its side.

“Seldom” Is a vandal when it comes
to Pullman cars., Nothing afforgs him
more delight than to carve his name,
with a sharp fackknife, deeply into
the varnished paneis of a Pullman.
Some grudge wkizhk ke entertains
against the company is waid to havs

Years ago he began to satisfy -that
grudge—almost with the first appear-
ance on Americgn railroads of the
Puliman . palace car. Pullman, him-
self, now dead, must have felt keenly
the revenge which “Seldom™ wreaked
upon him, for it is said that when the
first car was disfigured by him—a
beautiful. new sleeper- which was
pulled into the skops bearing the
words ‘*‘Seldom Seen, Bound East,’
carved along the outside for the full
length of the .car—he offered for the
arrest and conviction of -“Seldom” the
sum of $1000. But “Seidom” was not
arrested.

Xt was about this time, according to
trampology, that the hobo was given
his queer “monogram” o¢f “Seldom
Seen,” for his vandalism. combined
with a series of other equaliy grave
offenses. caused him te %“e much
sought for by the police of many
creies. He was rcompelled to travel
carefally. aud to conceal his identity.

For wesrs, and vatli new, ~Seldom
Seen” h2s reraained mysterfousiy siip-
pery ang uncertain. Today his ‘maono-
gram” will be suddenly spied carved
upon a water fank-~Iv s\sh and dated io
the hour--and¢ tomeorrow he wiil ke as
far away as twenty-four hours ang
steady railroading can tzke him. Iike
tna Irishman's fiea, neither the hoboes
nor the police can ever agree as to
whzre he Is most apt 1o be found.

The tricks resoried to by this clever
tramp are well worthy of recording,
for many a jadicloas almsg’ner has
been *'taken in” by his curzrmg and

roguery. When *“Seldom Seen™ wisheg
to change his cloth:s, or to get a vet-
ter suit, he hies away to the *“hang-
ous’”
te cut. tear. woli and disfigere his
clothes to 2very possible extent, doing
st 0 such a manuer that the garments
will appear to be really worn qut znd
naturally dirty. Then he walks de-
jectedly into sowme aristocratic resi-
dernce district, where no police are!
visibie, and begs for DYetter clothes,
aaying wnat he has been offered a good
cosition with some well-known frm,
but that he Is ashamed 10 show ap for
work withost Tetter ciothes,

Ot course 2 great many will wish te
help him 2long, and he is ziven every

1und
If you are ever in Puliman, Ili.. and | With esch armfu! he hies away to his | whereabouts.
.year or go he will aliow his beard IRy

[ erache.”
. there | grow, and that-as soon as he is wuat-

icom Erea” and obdserve | planis

conceivable article of appare], from
rciothing to hats. shoes and shirts.

apart from the distrive he is
ng”  {begghng.f and
(hides; &, Tesurnihg lor more,

oo

e saeme.

brought about this spirit of vandzlism. [*

(hoko camp) and there proceeds |

iment, and h=

‘Whern he has accumulated a large as-
sortment, he sclects the very best,
dons them, and sells the remainder to
a second-hand clothing store. Before
he is through ‘‘ragging un,” (dressing
up,) he will have blossomed out as a
“rose in the warmth of spring,” and
with the best of wardrobes will start
into ancther portion of the city, there
to cultivate an acquaintance in a dif-
ferent sphers, and td adopt new tricks.
Appearing as & gentleman. he is
often able to work a “Simfilam” on
men who would hoid alecof from him
were he poeilr dressed.

Before lezving the city. “Seldom™
procures a sweater. a pair of overails
and a cheap hai, sthich he éons. wrap-
ping his coat and good hat in & news-
piper, and thus <aving them fZrom
Girt. When ke arrives in the next
city, it Is but the work of a momnent
to make himself ready, wits a fairly
respectable appesrance, for other pas-
tures.

As z laboring man. in which-gnise he
generally travels, “Seldom™ is a hit.
Ke generall~ wears bib-overalls, zn
engineer's jumper ang & cap. on which
ke rabs a little grease; «nd this out-
iit. combined with a measuring rule,
which he carries whera it will be seen,
and geveral penciis, etc, give him the

apypearavce of being an enginteer. or

some Kind of laboring man—hence im-
mune to the sironyg 2rm of justice. No
one would suspect him in :his equip-
is  enabled to impuse
istill further or the credulily of the
police.

Besides the reward of $190¢ ofsred
by the Puiiman Clar Companr, it is
said that there zre other rewards, in

almost every city, for the arr2s. and
contiction .of this master hobo: bul

-av “king of tramps™ he is held ‘n sucn

iesteern by them that none has ever
‘been known to ‘'squeal” “as o his
It !e clalmed that for a

serious ¢ he will

ime,

ed for some
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1ty, that this tramp originated “the
hodbo’s bug.” The “bug” iz sgome-
thing entirely unknown to most civil-
ized people, therefore a description of
it will not be offensive—-fiendish as its
criminal element may appear to those
who are sensitive and unsteeped in a
znowledge of hobo crime.

The *“bug’” of ‘the hobo is nothing but
a most miserable, unning sore. It is
gererally found on the arm, or leg
of a yecung boy whe haz run away
from home, and whom some burly
tramp has tuken in hand to traln as
a beggar. This boy ic soon cowed by
ithe burly, and made to bhalieve that if |
Ihe ever “'squeals” he will “grease the
raiis.” i =, he Wil bz thrown under
2 nioving tmin and ground to pleces.
This fear of “greasing the rafls” hangs
like 2 threatening shadow cover the lad
who oace fails into the merciless hands
of a vrofessiopal! {tinerans, beggar.
Very oficn, too, the threat is carried
oui, lest the !ad confess ana the hobeo-
master be senc to prison.

If the 1a@ submits to ithe hobo, the
latter at cnce trains him for a2 suc-
cessful beggar by taking him through
a course of “‘spreuts.” Aboui th2 frst

that a “bug™ dJoesan’t hari, and that
it can earsily be cured. Thix done, he

appiving It to the lad’s arm, or leg.
preducey, Wity three or four applici~
tions, a sore that has all the apgpear-
ances of cominyg from blood poisen.
These soieg, while ugly locking. are
said .to be tured x a few days by &
simple a;pchaﬂon of vaseline and
flcur, tut in many instances bicod
poisoning really 2foliows, and the re-
suit ig fatal.

YWhen thz “bug” has developed as it
should, another and still another
procuced.
appear on the boy's fiesh,

they are

Iwith a iaie of woe, declaring that h

thing ne does is to cenvince the iad |

procures a bottle of mariatic acid, and ;

is
After five or six of them |

lightiy bound, and a pair of crutches,
or canss, are procured for him. He i{si g
then made to go from house to house:
he
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about it. And to a New Yorker San
Francisco doesn’t seem much further
away than—I was going tc¢ say Phila-
delphia; but that peaceful town iz far,
far off’ from Broadway. :
“It's funny about such things. To
the ayerage New Yorker the furthest
away place In the United -States is
New England. BEverything northeast
of our little island iz clean out of the
country, away oft in the dim and dis-
tant imaginative parts. Boston is
miles further than ‘Frisco or Paris
As far as we're concerned, there’s no
such thing as Maine. Pick up a New
York newspaper and yecu'll fin@ coi-
uwmnns aboat Chicago, New Orleans or °
Salt Lake City to inches about what's
going on up in Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont or even Massachusetts. Con-
necticut Is a iittle nearer; in fact. it
quite belongs to New York: but once
you get past Hartford you leave Man-
‘hattan behind.

“Chicago seems right in hand, some-
hows, and anything out by_the Pacifie
Coast hits us as being in the neigh-
borhood. As for Paris and’ London,
we look on them as sort of suburbs. -

‘“This is a peculiazity _of .us New
Yorkers. but I dare say every locality
has it, tkough I know that Bostonians
don’t regard New York as being so
far away. Over there they think about
us, read about us, hear about us—
which is natural, of course. But to us
tkey're clear out of the radius. We
don’t mezn it &s a mark of disrespect
~—only that our herizoa ends just east
of Greenwich, Ct., though it éxtends
to great limits in all other _irecuons."

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SOUTH AFRICA

HE great progress of develop
ment in South Africs in the last
thirty years has-been due to one
cause alone—the opening up of the
most highly mineralized part of the
! glcbe. The inexhaustible diamond fleld
of Kimberley was the ploneer dlscov-

eries of the-gem in the Orange River
Colony and the Transvaal would In-
dicate a'long and useful life for this
industry. ¥ollowing 2lmost immedi-
ately on the discovery of the diamond
came tke gold of Barberion and the
great banket reef of the Witwaters-
rznd. Coal in abundance, copper, tim,
fron, have folicwed in thelr wake "In
the far north, Rhodesia bears evi-
dence of largely supplementing there
almost permanent industries.

These discoveries are by no means
final, and South Africa may look for-
ward to. an iIndefinite number of

er his fight from Memphis, he dis-
covered that by carrying his right
arm in a plaster-of-paris cast, or by
pretending that it was . paralyzed, he
could do away with the horrore of nav-
ing to chop wood in exchange for his
breakfast. No woman with a heart
would ask him ‘'to work wken he was
crippled.

In one city *Seldom™ has a broker
ieg; in another a disiccated arm; in
another he has wanly one arm, zanéd
agaiin he appears totaily paralyzed,
(elind, deaf and cumb,-or otherwise af-
ificted. If he iz followed till night-
ifall, he will prodably be seen tc blos-
isom forth as a gentleman of Iscisure,
or as a8 mining promoter, or an ordi-
nary wealthy tourist.

With suck a variety of resources, it
tis littie wonder that the “King of
ramps” has jong pazsled the detec-
:lives of America. Hardly a year passes
that he is not in jail, or at least under
arrest, but it never cccurs to his cap-
tors that they have in their grip the
inost wanted man in America, so he
‘always escapes with a simple sentence,

Two weeks ago lhis king of beg-
gars. tramps and criminais was in
i Califorria. The guthorities of San
. Francisco should keep a sharp lookout
for him. as in the guise of a refugee,
ror relief worker, which he is capable
jof assuming, he could work unncm-
tbered crimes in the devaststed me-

(tropo!zs.

e | i

INEW YORK'S IDEA OF DIS-
g TANCES.

§- OW far is San Francisco from
i New Yori?” ‘asked Eiobs.

3 “Agout a miie and a hall”
szl Hamburton. *Y know the maps
show it as some 3000 miles or less, but
idgon't you it the maps fooi you in
ithese days of the annihilation of
| spave.

“pistance isn’'t meesared bv
pur by the wmay

H miles
Yo

i
jany mora, {eel

vears oi dependence upon the vaiues

[ of -kar mineral resources.

‘It is always -a matter of regret
when communities are dependenit fer
prosperity upon the floating and oft-
en cosmopolitan populations of mining
centers. South Africa has happily
been spared much of this uncertain
prosperity. Here diamond and gold
mining are more in the nature of es-
tablished industries than ephem=ral
mine patches. The gold industry is a
staple manufacturing establishment,
subjeci certainly o fluctuations in the
~value and life of its raw material, but
an’ irdustry which can never be in-
dividualized, as was the case in the
gold diggings of America and Aus-
trala.

The life of the present mines is not
fleeting, though perhaps determinate.
The mining centers dependent upon
them are orderly, well-admeinistered
commaunities, of incalculable value to
the population on the land.

The attractions of the towmn are such
that the country ill rely mairly
upon the efiorts of the Duich section
of the population for agricultural re-
quirements. The old inhabitants of the
land have a2n imeradicable jove of the
countryside. an innate and prejudiced,
though peraaps not unpatural, mis-
trust of the imodern wurkan popula-
Hons—[From “The Raliways of
Africa,” by Lieut-Coi. Sir Percy Gi-
rouard in. the Msay Scribrers.

CLERGYMEN'S DRESS.

Ausiralia was never noted for cor-
servaiism, but pertaps climate tather
than radicalism is responsinie for the
discusgior: now raging there over the
propristies of clevifaj costume on 2 hot
Sunday. What is the "rationai™ dJdress
jfor a clergyicen on a droffig day?
: The question arase from the actioc of
‘a. Church of Zugland clerzyman, who

{on & hot Sqndav appeared in- the palpit

in *a pair of ie¢nmis trousers, a soft
print shirt with 2 pale pink siripe, &
broad waistband and & pair of light
3noes.” He looked ccof, says the re-
porier, bu* also a lttie nervous, as he
expressed the hope that the congrega-
tion would not object te the innovs-
tion in view of the excessive heat. “I
&o—most emphatically,” said a lady In
an cig-fashioned black bospet. A cavon
of §t. Paul's Cathoedral, Melbourns,
who has taken part in the discussion,
says he kKnows & case {n which s broth-
er olergyman conducted o service in
the costome of a cricketer. He sdds:
“-The clmate in which the recognized
dress of rhe Engiish clergyman was
evolved is noi the climate n Ausira-
lix.” The Rev. Dr. Fitchewt, the presl-
dent of the sustraliarn Meothodist Con-
fPurence, confesses that he has at times
preacted in “unconventional costume,”
once, when on & cvcling tour. in sweat~
er and knickerbockers.—{New York
Tripane.

ary, and the. rurrhar immrmn,discm:- o



